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writer has observed, when you throw dogmas out of the window
congregations do not flock in at the doors. It was no coincidence
that the decades which saw the first weakening in the appeal
of the Protestant churches saw also the first beginnings of the
Roman Catholic revival. It was from Rome, not from Canter-
bury, that the first restatement of Christian social teaching in
the light of modern capitalist society was to come in the famous
encyclical Rerum Novarum in May 1891.

Unfortunately, the voice of the Vatican had no sounding-
board in Victorian England, and Maurice, Kingsley, and the
Christian Socialists provided an inadequate substitute. There
was no national leader to define for English ears the problems
of the new age. The only contribution of English Liberalism
to the world debate then beginning had been to offer an asylum
to Karl Marx. Now, as the century drew to its close, it was
clear to all that the century had bred extremes of poverty and
wealth; that the political institutions whose development had
been inspired by the doctrine of the rights of man had not
unseated money from her throne; and that the spread of liberal
ideas over Europe had produced not the brotherhood of man
but an aggressive and militant nationalism. This sinister con-
junction, instead of awakening the political mind of England
to re-examine, in the light of new knowledge and painful
experience, the economics of Adam Smith and the philosophy
of political liberalism, had the paradoxical result of rallying
Liberals and Conservatives alike to their defence against the-
new menace of Marxianism and its English drawing-room
version, Fabian Socialism. But their armoury was empty. So
long as everything was going on all right, so long as we could
just trade where we liked and vote how we liked and grow
richer and richer in the process, we could do without a govern-
ment well enough, and our governing class could avoid the
odium of governing while retaining the privileges of appearing
to do so. But when the dream of progress was over England
found herself, as she remains to-day, at the mercy of speculators
of whom not the least evil are those who speculate not with
other people's money but with other people's minds. In such
circumstances we had. to pay not only fors our political but for
our intellectual laxity, for the fact that the. doctrine of free